Opening a Business in Gardena

To make the process of opening your business in Gardena as easy as possible, it is best that City regulations
be understood early on. Please use this flowchart to familiarize yourself with the City’s regulatory process.
Staff is here to assist you with the opening of your business and to navigate you through the city process.

BEFORE YOU SIGN A LEASE OR ENTER ESCROW

Call Planning Division at (310) 217-9524

to check zoning requirements using address or Assessor’s Parcel #.
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If proposed business: If proposed business: If proposed business: If proposed

1. Is permitted in the zone
2. Meets parking
requirements

AND
3. Does not require
physical changes to
building.

1. Is permitted in the zone,

2. Meets parking requirements
3. BUT the building of tenant
space may require minor
improvements.

1. Requires a Conditional
Use Permit,

OR
2. Major exterior
improvements are planned
and Site Plan Review is
required.

business: is not
permitted in zone
and does

NOT meet Code
requirements
(such as, parking)

v

Apply for a
business license.

Planning staff will verify zoning
compliance. Staff will explain
the permitting process you
must complete prior to making
physical changes to the
building or tenant space.
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Staff will explain the City’s
permitting requirements
and hearing process.

STOP!
Must find a
new location.

Planning staff issues
zoning clearance.

v

Pay business license fee.

File for Building Permit
and submit plans for
plan check.

File application(s).

v

v

Receive Building Permit.

Receive Planning
Commission or
administrative approval.

Set up inspection for
Business License and
Certificate of Occupancy
appointment.

Complete improvements
and inspections.

File for Building Permit
and submit plans for plan
check.

v
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A

Certificate of Occupancy
issued for business.

Apply for a Business License
three weeks from completion
of improvements.

Receive Building Permit.

A

Complete improvements
and inspections.

Business license issued.

Set up Business License
inspection appointment for
Certificate of Occupancy.

A

Apply for a Business License three weeks
from completion of improvements.

Certificate of Occupancy
issued for business.

A

Set up Business License inspection
appointment for Certificate of Occupancy.

v

Business license issued.

Certificate of Occupancy
issued forlbusiness.

v

Business license issued.




