MINUTES
Regular Meeting of the Human Services Commission
Thursday, February 20, 2025

The Regular Meeting of the Human Services Commission of the City of Gardena, California,
was called to order by Chair Loduem at 6:03 pm on Thursday, February 20, 2025, in the
Nakaoka Community Center.

1. ROLL CALL
Present: Chair Valerie Loduem; Member Sharon Pamplin; Member LaWanda Staten
Absent: Vice-Chair Tanoh Amoa (King Nat) Jr.; Member Shari Farmer
In Attendance: Staff Liaison Nicola Howard

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. PUBLIC COMMENT
None

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was moved by Member Staten, seconded by Member Pamplin, and carried by unanimous
vote of those present to approve the minutes of the January 16, 2025 meeting.

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Liaison Howard distributed the business cards for commissioners.

6. NEW BUSINESS
Human Services Commission presentation to City Council is scheduled for Tuesday, April
22, 2025. Commissioners discussed the presentation with a consensus to use the same
format as last year. Chair Loduem requested that all commissioners be present to
participate in the presentation, arriving at 6:45 pm. Liaison Howard will work on the
presentation and Chair Loduem requested that a draft of the presentation be emailed to
review at the March meeting.

7. COMMISSION MEMBER COMMUNICATIONS

e Member Staten stated that several community members had approached her
commenting on the posts that have been on Facebook recently. Commissioners agreed
that it is not good for the City. Chair Loduem suggested that commissioners refrain from
commenting on the posts.

e Chair Loduem asked about the plan for the former Chase Bank property. Liaison Howard
shared that the New Park Design project would be presented to City Council in March
and would include plans for that property.

e Chair Loduem commented on the homeless problem at the Ralph’'s parking lot on
Redondo Beach Blvd and Van Ness. Liaison Howard encouraged commissioners to
report issues on Gardena Direct and explained how staff follow-up on those reports. She
encouraged commissioners to get the app for reporting all issues and also to share the
app with community members.

e Member Pamplin reported that she attended the Ministerial meeting.

8. UPCOMING EVENTS / VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
The following events were discussed and flyers distributed:




e Martin Luther King Jr. Parade & Celebration — Saturday, February 22 — logistics for
participants were shared

e Glow in the Dark Bingo fundraiser — Friday, February 28

e Casino Night — Friday, March 14 — ticket options were discussed

e Girl Boss Workshop — Friday, March 21

o Spring Equinox — Saturday, March 22

9. STAFF LIAISON REPORT
e Human Services programs update:

o Recruitment closed for Human Services Coordinator to replace Jackie Arcos’
position.

o Rental Assistance update: program is now closed. Thirty-one applicants have been
approved and are receiving assistance with a couple more in the approval process.

e Teen Night and Parent Workshop:

o Teen Workshop presented by Rainbow Services focused on consent. Forty-three
teens attended. The evening included a presentation and hands-on small group
activities.

o Parent Workshop hosted for parents at the same time as the Teen Workshop. Also
presented by Rainbow Services focusing on how parents can support their teens
and tips for recognizing red flags in relationships; about 10 parents participated.

o Updated flyer for GPD District Policing was distributed

10. ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn meeting at 6:43 pm made by Member Staten, seconded by Chair Loduem,
and passed with unanimous vote of those present. Next meeting will be Thursday, March
20, 2025 at 6:00 pm in the Nakaoka Community Center.
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