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A BLUEPRINT for Growth and Change

Current State Planning Implementation Future State
Document existing 

conditions and 
meet state 

requirements

Guide future 
development with 
community values 

and needs

Guide decision 
makers and prioritize 

investments

Improve quality 
of life and long-
term resilience

What is a General Plan?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Every City and County in California is required to have a General Plan. It is City’s blueprint for growth and change. It describes where we are today, where we want to be, and how to get there. It documents current conditions, sets goals and policies that guide future development, and helps the City prioritize investments that enhance quality of life and long-term resilience.




Elements of a General Plan

Land Use

Mobility

Housing

Open Space
Conservation

Safety

Environmental
 Justice

Noise

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
California requires every city and county to address key topics in its General Plan, known as “elements.” These include Land Use, Mobility, Housing, Open Space, Conservation, Safety, Noise, Environmental Justice, and others. Together, they create one integrated policy framework that guides City decisions. These element are updated from time to time either individually or comprehensively.




Elements of a General Plan

Land Use

Mobility

Housing

Open Space
Conservation

Safety

Environmental
 Justice

Noise

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The City is updating its Community Resources Element of the General Plan which includes both Open Space and Conservation elements. 




Why Are We Updating It?

• State Law Compliance 
• SB 1425- Enhance Climate Resiliency, Expand Equitable Park Access, 

Strengthen Wildlife Habitat Connectivity.

• AB 1889- Identify and Analyze Existing and Future Habitat Connections 
to Promote Biodiversity. 

• Update Data / Information
• Update to Reflect Community
• Align City Policies with Today’s and Future Needs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The City is updating these elements for three main reasons:

State law – New bills require cities to plan for climate resiliency, equitable park access, and wildlife connectivity.
Updated data and trends – The updated documents will reflect current conditions and emerging issues.
Community input – The updated documents will include policies that represent today’s values and future needs.




Open Space Plan

• Expands safe and equitable park 
access

• Guides investments that 
enhance health and quality of life

• Protects resources and identifies 
new park opportunities

• Builds climate resilience through 
greening and tree canopy

An Open Space Plan 
is required chapter 
of a city’s General 
Plan that focuses on 
providing and 
managing parks, 
recreational,  trails 
facilities in the City

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Open Space element focuses on ensuring safe, inclusive, and equitable access to parks and recreation for all residents.�It guides future park investments, promotes community health, expands the tree canopy, and supports sustainability and climate resilience.�The update will explore opportunities to protect resources, add green spaces, and improve connections between parks and neighborhoods.




Tree Canopy Map

Parks & Recreation 
Facilities Map

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The map on the left highlights existing green spaces in the city. Gardena has over 49 acres of designated as public parkland excluding open space in schools. This translates to just 0.8 acres of park space per 1,000 residents, compared to the county average of 3.3 acres per 1,000. The city requires a total of 185 acres to get to 3.0 acres of open space. per 1000 residents. 

The Map on the right shows the extent of tree canopy in the city. Currently the coverage is approximately 4.6 percent of the total city area. A more desired tree canopy for southern California should be between 15 and 20 percent. Lower tree canopy can lead urban heat island effects where heat is trapped rising the ambient temperature of the area and leading to health impacts. The update will include policies on increasing the tree canopy in the City.



5- and 10- minute 
Walkshed Map

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

The map shows park accessibility within 5- and 10-minute walking distances. Approximately 73% of residents live within a 10-minute walk of a park. This percentage increases when we consider parks from neighboring cities in walkable distance. There are only a few pockets of the city that are not served by a park. 




• Manages water, energy, air, and 
biological resources

• Protects habitats, wildlife 
corridors, and biodiversity

• Balances growth with resource 
conservation

• Builds climate resilience through 
open space and emissions 
reduction

A Conservation 
Element is required 
chapter of a city’s 
General Plan that 
focuses on the 
protection and 
sustainable 
management of 
natural resources.

Conservation Plan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Conservation Element focuses on managing natural resources such as air, water, energy, soils, and biological habitats. It sets policies to protect sensitive areas and wildlife corridors, helping maintain biodiversity and the balance between growth and environmental health. It also supports climate resilience by conserving open lands and reducing greenhouse-gas emissions.




Vegetation MapHabitat Connectivity Map

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The map on the left shows habitat connectivity. The City is fully developed so there is very limited connectivity from one wildlife area to another. However, the update will explore identifying opportunities for small mammal movement or creation of pollinator corridors.  There is only one pocket of clustered vegetation in the City which is Willows Wetland Preserve. 




Why Are We Here Today?

Learn About the General Plan

Learn About the Elements

Dot Exercise

Post-it Exercise

Map Exercise

Comment Box Survey

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tonight’s workshop is interactive. You’ll learn about the General Plan, then share your thoughts through various interactive exercises. 




Next Steps

EXISTING 
CONDITIONS

GOALS AND 
POLICIES

ADMINISTRATIVE 
DRAFT

PUBLIC REVIEW 
DRAFT

ADOPTION 
HEARINGS

March 2026 
to

June 2026

May 2026 
to

June 2026

August 2026 
to

September 2026

September 2026 
to

October 2026

October 2026 
to

November 2026

Public workshop
May 2026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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